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they were not Englishmen, and needed no lessons from
England.

Mirabeau had found no place in the Committee on
the Constitution; he was listened to with impatience,
and his increased popularity out of doors only added
to the suspicion with which he was regarded. Again,
however, he seized the opportunity of speaking in the
name of the Assembly when others were wanting either
in the presence of mind or the courage to say that
which the occasion required. On July 6 he had heard
that Marshal Broglie, the hero of the Court, had been
appointed commander-in-chief. For some days every
one had been convinced that the dismissal of Necker
was imminent, and would be the signal for an attempt
to induce the king to sanction a policy of repression.
On July 8 Mirabeau proposed a "humble address"
begging His Majesty to remove the troops from the
neighbourhood of Versailles and Paris. He said that
even from their own point of view the advisers of the
Crown were acting foolishly. How imprudent it was to
expose the troops to the disturbing contact of the capital,
to teach them to interest themselves in political con-
troversy ! Once let the army be invaded by party-
spirit and there would be an end of discipline. Sedition
and mutiny would walk abroad unabashed, the vigour
to enforce martial law would be wanting, and society
would be threatened by the most hideous anarchy, in
which alone mutinous soldiers can hope for impunity.
" Have the rash and foolish men who have misled the
king studied the causes and the course of revolutions
in the past 1 Have they seen by what fatal concatena-
tion of circumstances the wisest are carried beyond the